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trials and tribulations. $34 
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The Al crew “hard at work" while planning this issue over lunch at Mi Cocina in College Station: 
Rob ‘88, Jeremy ‘04, Stacey ‘05, Katie ‘09, Jason ‘01 and Brian ‘01. 


Howdy! 

For us Aggie football fanatics, it doesn’t get any better than a Saturday at Kyle 
Field in the fall. But if you can’t get enough Aggie sports, this time of the year is 
tough to beat. 

For starters, the Aggie basketball teams just took us for a wild roller coaster ride 
into March Madness. You can get a different perspective of their journey from our 
feature on page 27 - “Dancing with the Aggie Dance Team.” 

Meanwhile, some of our favorite spring sports — baseball, softball, tennis and golf 
—are in full swing and each program has the potential to compete for Big 12 and 
NCAA titles. 

Speaking of NCAA titles, Texas A&M has played host to a record number of 
NCAA Championships this spring with one more still to go. The indoor track and 
field and men’s and women’s swimming and diving championships were held in Ag- 
gieland in March, while the men’s and women’s tennis championships will be here in 
May. And about the time this issue comes out, the Texas A&M equestrian team will 
bein Waco, aiming to collect another national title. Check out our “equestrian cribs” 
feature on page 34 for a look inside the lives of four freshman riders. 

And finally, to top it all off, we still have a heavy dose of football - spring football 
that is. The best part about spring football is that we can’t lose. The worst partis that 
if the offense is doing good, we find ourselves worrying about the defense and vice 
versa. My solution is to look for progress and improvement on both sides, and you 
don’t have to look far. Check out our “12 Things to Know About Spring Football 
Practice” on page 43 for more. 

Indeed, this may not be my favorite time of year, but it’s definitely a close second. 
So get out to Olsen, Mitchell, Kyle or the Aggie Softball Complex if you can and 
enjoy some of the best of what Aggieland has to offer. 


PS. You can o} s of Aggieland Illustrated on our web site. Visit 


ive.html for more info or rder now! 


www.aggielandillustrated.com/ar 
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our experienced and 
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Eyelash Extensions 
Exquisite Spa Packages 


friendly staff will pamper 
you while you relax your 
worries away. 


- « 9 fay, 3001 Wildflower Dr. #111 
Xx. Uisite Bryan, TX © 979776-2224 
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snapshot | 
Saal 
home court advantage , 


Missouri's Marcus Denmon attempts a free 
throw during the first half while the 12th Man 
does their best to make him miss. The largest 
crowd of the season helped the Aggies defeat 
the 15th-ranked Tigers for their sixth straight 
victory, securing their ticket to the Big Dance. 
Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01. 
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. 
laying out 

Freshman centerfielder Kelsea Orsak makes a 
jaw-dropping diving catch against Arizona. The 
Wildcats were up 5-2 in the top of the sixth and 
ready to strike again before Orsak’s amazing 
catch ended the inning. The play sparked a come- 
back victory by the Aggies in extra innings, 6-5 
Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01. 
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the aggie drill 


Sophomore linebacker Cole Graybill and fresh- 
man tight end K.J. Williams face off in the Ag- 
gie Drill during spring football practice. At the 
beginning of each practice, the team competes 
in the Aggie Drill — a one-on-one battle be- 
tween offensive and defensive players. 

Photo by Brian Davis ‘01. 
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so long carter 

Josh Carter takes it all in during Senior Day (fac- 
ing page) before leaving the Reed Arena floor for 
the final time. “| told myself | wasn't going to cry, 
but I cried before | even got out there.” Carter 
leaves as the winningest player in school history 
and is the first Aggie to play in four NCAA Tour- 
naments, Photos by Jason McConnell ‘01. 
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SPRINTING OUT OF 


THE GATES 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


Didn’t we just recap the recruiting class of 2009 in the last issue? 
Don'tlook now, but the class of 2010 is nearly complete as well. Just two short months 
after national signing day, Mike Sherman and the Texas A&M coaching staff have al- 


ready assembled over half of their 2010 haul. 


As of press time, an astonishing 14 seniors-to-be have given their verbal commitment 
to play for the Aggies. In fact, if you're reading this article after the spring football 
game, there’s a good chance this recruiting section is already out of date. 

While ten of the 14 commitments come on the offensive side of the ball, it’s the de- 
fensive targets that will define the class of 2010's success. We'll take a closer look at the 
defenders the Aggies have targeted in the next issue. For now, let’s focus on the impres- 


sive offensive group thus far. 


jameill 
~ SHOWERS 
Quarterback 
©) Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) 
HT 6-2 WT. 205 
5A Honorable Mention All-State 


Q 
Arlington (Arlington, 1X) 
HT. 6:4 WE 220 
Big, strong-armed quarterback 


clay 
HONEYCUTT 
Quarterback 

Dickinson (Dickinson, TX) 
HLG-2 WF 185 

Father lynn, was an Aggie QB 


QUARTERBACK 

In 2009, the Aggies didn’t sign a sin- 
gle quarterback prospect, so it shouldn’t 
come as a surprise to see not one, not 
two, but three quarterbacks already com- 
mitted in the class of 2010. Killeen Shoe- 
makers Jameill Showers, Dickinson’s 
Clay Honeycutt, and Arlington’s Matt 
Joeckel have each pledged to don the 
maroon and white. Honeycutt is cut from 
the same mold as Ryan Tannehill, in that 
he can probably splittime at a number of 
positions while getting QB reps. Showers 
and Joeckel are athletic enough to play 
a variety of positions as well, but each 
of the highly touted gunslingers will get 
long looks at quarterback before a posi- 
tion change would be considered. 
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OFFENSIVE LINE 

Whoever manages to win the future 
starting nod at quarterback will be well 
protected on the edges. The Aggies are 
off to an outstanding start along the of- 
fensive line in the 2010 recruiting race, 
picking up early commitments from 
Allen's Cedric Ogbuehi, Katy’s Shep 
Klinke, Denton’ Garrett Gramling and 
Arlington’s Luke Joeckel. Joeckel is the 
early headliner of the group, choosing the 
Aggies over programs such as Oklahoma, 
LSU and Alabama. He is scheduled to 
play in next January’s Under Armour 
All-America game and also happens to 
be the twin brother of quarterback com- 
mit Matt. Ogbuehi was named first-team 
all-state at class SA champion Allen High 
School last year, and will join up with his 
former teammates and 2009 signees Ste- 
ven Terrell and Uzoma Nwachukwu once 
again in Aggieland. Rumor has it Ogbue- 
hi will participate in the Army All-Ameri- 
can game in January as well. All four of 
the o-line commits project as tackles, but 
Gramling and Klinke could easily transi- 
tion to guard if necessary. 

If signing day were today, this offensive 
line haul would already rank as one of the 
top units to ink with A&M in nearly two 
decades. Fortunately, there’s still plenty 
of time to add one more elite prospect to 
put this class in the category of all-time 
greats. Jake Matthews — the son of NFL 


Offensive Lineman 
Arlington (Arlington, TX) 


cedric 
OGBUEHI 
Offensive Lineman 
‘Allen (Alen, TX) 
HT 6-5 WT 260 & 
5A first Team All-State Fe 


Offensive Lineman 
Denton Ryan (Denton, TX) 
HT: 6-6 WT: 305 

Could be a monster at tackle 


KE = 
KLINK! 
Offensive Lineman 

Katy (Katy, 1) 


Hall of Famer Bruce Matthews — is set to 
make an early commitment this spring, 
and has narrowed his choices down to 
‘Texas A&M, Texas, Oklahoma and USC, 
with the Aggies and Horns looking like 
the two teams to beat. While it might look 
like an uphill battle on paper, the highly 
touted lineman’s older brother, Kevin, is 
the current starting center for the Ag- 
gies, and former A&M quarterback/cur- 
rent Houston Texans Head Coach Gary 
Kubiak just recently named Bruce to his 
NFL staff. Indeed, if the Aggies manage 
to haul in Matthews, this year’s class of 
offensive linemen would classify as abso- 
lutely epic. 


ben 


” Running Back 

Cedar Hill (Cedar Hil, TX) 
HT. 5-10 WT: 200 

5A Second Team All-State 


RUNNING BACK 


At running back, the Aggies have 
picked up a pledge from one of their top 
overall targets in 5A powerhouse Ce- 
dar Hill’s Ben Malena. Malena, a short, 
powerful back with outstanding vision 
and balance, amassed over 2,200 yards as 
a junior, piling up 35 touchdowns along 
the way. Malena, who chose the Ags over 


® 
g 
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‘Texas Tech, Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
others, will likely be joined by one other 
running back in this class. Denison’s DJ. 
Jones, another power back, and Arlington 
‘Lamar’s Ja”Terian Douglas, a speed back, 
both plan on being in attendance for the 
Aggies’ spring game, and could very well 
be in a race to secure the last running 
back spot in the class. 


malcolm 


KENNEDY 


Wide Receiver 

Cayuga (Cayuga, TX) 
HTE6-0 WE 195 

1A Second Team All-State 


lekendrick 
WILLIAMS 


Athlete 

Sharpstown (Sharpstown, 1) 
HT-5-9 WE 175 
Etectrifying kick/punt returner 


WIDE RECEIVER 

Malcolm Kennedy from tiny 1A pow- 
erhouse Cayuga is the only true wide re- 
ceiver to commit so far. A 6-0, 190-pound 
superb athlete, Kennedy dominates the 
lowest classification of high school ranks 
on both sides of the football. His combi- 
nation of great hands and an outstanding 
leaping ability reminds us of Navasota’s 
Brandal Jackson — a member of the class 
of 2009. Sharpstown athlete LeKendrick 
Williams is penciled in as a wide receiver 
in this class, but this speedster is expected 
to leave his mark as a return man at A&M. 
‘The 5-9 Williams is slippery and elusive 
in the return game, taking back an aston- 
ishing eleven kicks and punts to the house 
for touchdowns as a junior. The Ags will 
likely take one or two more receivers in 
the class of 2010, in addition to a tight 
end. 

Clearly, the Aggies are in a good po- 
sition to close out the class of 2010 on 
the offensive side of the ball in a big way, 
with one or two more difference makers 
still potentially looming on the horizon. 
With more and more prospects making 
decisions prior to their senior year, the 


The Difference is 


Capture the spirit 
of Aggieland atthe 
Courtyard by Marriott 
in College Station. 


The Courtyard offers great 
amenities such as free 
high-speed internet; a full 
hot buffet breakfast at the 
Courtyan! Cafe; dinner 
delivery service; and a 
lounge bar in the evening 
just toname a few. 


COURTYARD 
Aarnott 


Whether you're in town for 

business or just to cheer on 

the team, the Courtyard is 
the place to stay. 


3939 HWY 6 SOUTH * COLLEGE STATION ¢ 979-695-8111 


www.courtyard.com/clley 


LaRoche GM Dealerships 
900 Hwy 290 W 
Brenham, TX 77833 
1-800-3LaRoche 


Come by and see us for all your service, collision repair, parts, and 
vehicle purchase needs. Our Sales department sells Chevrolet, 
fall. Cadillac, Pontiac, Buick and GMC Trucks. 


spring and summer months will be ac- 
tion-packed as the blue chips continue to 


24 Hour Roadside Assistance: 979-830-3693 
Business hours: 7:30-5:00 Mon-Fri 8:00-12:00 Sat 


For complete coverage of Texas A&M recruiting, 
contact Bil jucci of the Mé 


at (979) 690-7361 or by vi 


www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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With their backs against the wall, the Aggie men’s basketball team won their final six conference 
games ~ including dominating victories over Texas and Missouri — earning a fourth consecutive trip to 
the NCAA Tournament. In the Big Dance, the Ags took care of BYU ina rare opening game rematch be 
fore falling to top-seeded and eventual Final Four team UConn. Josh Carter will be greatly missed, but 
virtually everyone else will be back next year, meaning A&M should be among the top in the Big 12. 


AIAWARDS 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
F Griffin, ( 


BEST DEFENDER 

G Derrick Roland, Texas A&M 
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR 

G Dash Harris, Texas A&M 
MOST IMPROVED 

F Chinemelu Elonu, Texas A&M. 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


Mike Ar 


on, 
G/F Josh Carter, Texas A&M 
F 
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- GIFT CEITIFICATES - 
i rt rea eee 7 GIOUP DISCOUNTS ~ 


BRYAN, TX 7720 


MANIFESTO SKYOIVERGGIELAND.COM - MONTHLY SPECIALS - 


WWW.SKYPIVEAGGIELAND.COM 


Gl04 STATE HWY 21 E, SUITE 21 


Plaza Residenc 


the perfect place to 


SAVE OVER *500! 


No parking fee, activity fee waived, and 


entera drawing for 10% off your lease rate! 
(or least signe by May 31, 2008) 


in Downtown Snook 979-272-8501 
‘The Czech/Tex invites you to try our great steaks and other home cooked entrees. 
We use only Aged Heavy Angus beef and we hand cut each steak to ensure it’s 
freshest quality. We also have a large selection of fish, pork, BBQ and chicken. 
All our foods are personally prepared in our kitchen from scratch and our piesand 
cobblers are the best you can find because grandma makes them just like at home. 
“CzeCh us out” — you will be glad you did. We really do have the best steaks and 
home cooking in the Brazos Valley! 


Sation 


410 S. Texas Ave. in College Station (across the street from campus) 
(979) 846-4242 © (800) 888-6937 * wwwuniversityplazaresidences.com 


as terwood 


AIRPORT 
T VERSITY 


Easterwood Airport — 


Whether arriving by commercial airline or in your own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 


FI Me (CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
'Y into airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
Presidential Library and Museum, American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 

CATE of flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft: Worth anil’ Houston alrports. General Aviation 


customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 


Aggieland. and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


www.easterwoodairport.com 
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TAS AM 
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Led by three sensational seniors - Danielle Gant, La Toya Micheaux and Takia Starks - the women’s basketball team had another memorable season in 2008-09. 
The Ags were not able to win a Big 12 title for the first time in three seasons, but Starks’ game-winning shot against then-No. 1 Oklahoma and the subsequent 
storming of the court by Aggie fans are moments that will be cherished for years to come. The Aggies advanced for their second-straight Sweet 16 appearance, 
but came up short against Arizona State to end the season. 


DEPENDABLE CARS. 


DEPENDABLE DEALER. 


Serving Aggieland for over 30 years. 
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Where the Game Never Ends Uf 

(vy y 
4 AUTOMATED BATTING CAGES © 

\ = 4 MULTI-PURPOSE TUNNELS © 


ew FULLY STOCKED PRO SHOP 


PRIVATE MEMBERS’ TRAINING AREA * 


HO NDA BASEBALL/SOFTBALL CLINICS » 


PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION » 
ALLEN HONDA PRIVATE PARTY ROOM # 
MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES AND GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE + 


QE 


KK 


K« 


AGGIELAND’S PREMIER INDOOR BASEBALL 
AND SOFTBALL TRAINING FACILITY 


KEE 
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4501 GLORIA ALLEN (OFF HWY 30S) 
979-776-1960 
WWW.EXTRAINNINGS-BCS.COM V7 
AGE OWNED & OPERATED LE 
2 


TOLL FREE (866) 680-2424 + WWW.ALLENHONDA.com 


You Can't Get Any Better” :; 
To understand what makes Cub Cadet different is to understand the Bae 
; COMMERCIAL 


philosophy of ER. What exactly do we mean by ER? 


ER is far more than a phrase. 

> In equipment that’s faster, tougher and stronger, 

> Wes equipment that turns tighter and cuts sharper, 

> It's equipment that demonstrates our engineering excellence. 

> It's equipment that is better than anything in the industry - 
and better than what our customers expec. 


PRIOR MODEL CLOSEOUT 


2007 Enforcer"44;19 hp, Kawasaki engine, 44° fabricaged deck, demo $3,995 
2007 Enforcer 48, 21 hp, Kawasaki engine, 48” fabricated deck, demo $3,995 
2008 Enforcer 48, 22 hp, Kohler engine, 48” fabricated deck, 4 in stock $4,095 


2008 Recon 60, 25 hp, Kohler Command, 60" fabricated deck $5,350 
2007 M60 Tank, 25 hp, Kawasaki, 60" fabricated deck $6,695 
2007 M60 Tank, 29 hp Liquid Cooled, DFI Kawasaki, 60” fabricated deck $7,199 
G1332 Walk Behind Mower, 13 hp, Kawasaki, 32" cut $2,425 


VISIT US ONLINE TO VIEW OUR COMPLETE CLOSEOUT INVENTORY! 


WOETournoors 
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The 2009 college baseball season began with lofty expectations for the Texas A&M ballclub. Unfor 
tunately, some nagging injuries to the pitching staff and a lack of timely hitting at the plate have 
plagued the Aggies thus far. Fortunately, there is till a lot of baseball to be played and the Ags have 
plenty of talent to get things going, If the team gets hot at the right time, this still could be a very 
special season in Aggieland. 


JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 & BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 
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(softball) The new-look Aggie softball team has had its share of ups and downs'so far this season. Despite their struggles, the team is still ranked in the top 25 


the middle of the Big 12 standings. This program knows how to compete for championships, so don't count these girls out just yet. (golf) The Texas A&M 
men’s and women’s golf teams prepare for postseason play, which begins in late April. (tennis) With the regular season winding down, the men’s and women’s 
tennis teams are in position to battle for Big 12 titles. 


~s = 


Mon-Thur: 9am 
Fri: Sam -6pm 
Sat: 9am- Ipm 


vs COM 


City Bank is a proud supporter of Texas A&M Athletics 
(6 2008 Clty Bank Texas. 1022SA57663 


THE ONLY 
ELECTRICIAN 
YOU WILL 

EVER NEED. 


<< 


We know our customers want their experience 
to be convenient and efficient, That’s why we provide the 
knowledge, experience and wide selection of services 
to accommodate all your electrical needs. 


Electrical Repairs + Residential, Commercial and Industrial 
24/7 Emergency Service * New Construction * Renovations 


(979) 823-4000 


www.beaelectric.com 


— 


RECIPENTOF 


FREE ‘ 
exmaes BCA Electric 
REPAI 508! Leonard Rd. in Bryan 


All @utter/’& Buck 30% off: 


WWW.REDASSGEAR.COM 
CROSS FROM THE TAP IN THE POST OAK VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 


900 HARVEY RD. 


www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 & BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


PARENTS! 


Let us take care of your Aggie! 


@9 


You supply the picture, 
we'suipply the memories 


Gourmet Gift Baskets 
Cookie Bouquets 


Fresh Fragrant Flowers 
Unique Designs 
Balloons Personal Service 
TAMU Gifts Weddings 


112 Rock Prairie Rd College Station, Texas 
Aggie Class of '76 &'81 + We Deliver 


www.brazosbask om 


ORNAMENTS, RALLY RAGS, MOUSE PADS, JIGSAW 


SiONS and understand the lifestyle 
you want to live. We 


your new hom 


s truly 


PUZZLES, COASTERS, OTHER BALL STYLES (BASEBALL, 
BASKETBALL, ETC.) AND MORE! 


FULLLINE OF SPORTS-RELATED KEEPSAKES 


(LICENSED WITH TEXAS A&M). 
FUND RAISERS AVAILABLE. 
own tradition! 


PUETURE THIS 
830-393-6935 


jurethisphotoballs.com 


custom homebuilding 


Start your 


experience 


Tom Allen Mary Watson 
JMS 979-229-4382 979-777-3517 


Aggie Owned & Operated 


Boldly Go... 


On exhibit chrough August 16 


George Bush 


} Presidential Library and Museum 


AGGIE ACRES DUPLEXES 


REVEILLE ROAD, COLLEGE STATION, TX 


NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Cost - $232,000 


Great Investment Opportunity 
for Parents of Texas A&M Students 
Let other tenants cash flow your investment and 
help pay your son or daughters’ rent, as you build 
equity. Call or email for feasibility information. 
Seller will conditionally guarantee 
income for 1* year 


Located off N. Dowling Road 
& Walnut Road. 3.2 miles from 
Texas A&M Campus 


Tract is currently under development. 
Construction scheduled for late May. 
Sold duplexes to be completed by 
August 15, 2009 


Only 28 Duplexes will be available. 
Construction begins with receipt 
of your earnest money contract. 


Each duplex side has 
3-Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 4 Parking Spaces 
Approx 1,370 sq. ft. per side 


FEATURES: 

All Electric, Water, City Sewer, Cable TV, 
Patio, Fenced Area, Sprinkler System, 
All Brick, Tile & Carpet, Family Room, 
Kitchen/Dinning Room Combo, Utility 

Room, Refrigerator w/Ice Maker, 
Oven/Range, Dishwasher, Disposal, 
Microwave/Vent Hood, Washer & Dryer 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 


LEGACY REALTY 


979-693-6699 
tonyjones@aqgielandbuilders.com 
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dancing with the 


DANCE TEA 


Aggie basketball's journey in the NCAA 


tournament from a different perspective 
BY THE AGGIE DANCE TEAM 


Tuesday, March 17 
>Traveling to Philadelphia >> 


HEATHER BOERKE 


Today has been a long day of traveling. We all had to be packed up 
and met at Reed Arena at 2 p.m. We then loaded the buses with 

the Hullabaloo band, yell leaders and coaches’ families and headed 
towards Easterwood airport to get on our chartered flight. We went 
through our own security, loaded the plane, and waited for the men’s 
basketball team and coaches to arrive and load the plane. Our flight 
was about three hours long, and when we got close to Philadelphia, 
we all noticed how amazing the city lights were. Once getting off the 
plane, there were three chartered buses waiting for us to take us to 
the hotel. As we drove through downtown Philadelphia, we were all 
getting very excited after seeing the historical buildings, shops and 
stores. We arrived at the Radison Plaza Warwick, an amazing historic 
plaza right in the middle of downtown Philly. We all received our 
rooms and went to grab dinner nearby. We looked forward to a day 
of sightseeing and the basketball game against BYU on Thursday. 


LAURA SCHUTZ 
(WY ROBERIE 
HEATHER BOERKE 


Thursday, March 19 
>Men Round 1: BYU => 


Today we woke up excited to BTHO BYU, and we sent the players 
off at 10:30 a.m, We practiced in the hotel before the bus came at 
11:30 a.m to take us to the game, The traffic in Philadelphia was 
really chaotic, so we did not arrive until right around noon — just 30 
minutes before game time! As soon as we arrived and went through 
security, we dropped off our bags, and it was about time to head 


play — was a really great experience, and the game was amazing 
Sitting courtside, watching our men play hard and taking the lead * 
was incredible. We all love dancing at basketball games, and being 
here with our fans representing A&M was such an opportunity. We 
were all so excited when the game ended and we had won! We 
were pumped for the next game, which would most likely be against 
UConn. After the game, we changed and headed to dinner. Then it 
was time to study a little in preparation for returning back to school 


onto the court! Dancing at the Wachovia Center— where the 76ers 9m 


Wednesday, March 18 


BERIE 


> Sightseeing in Philadelphia => tectsx sos: 


This morning we had practice at 9 a.m. for the game tomorrow. After 
practice, we grabbed a quick breakfast at the hotel and got ready for 
a full day exploring the town, We left the hotel around 11 a.m. and 
headed toward the area of town called “Old City” Philadelphia, We 
had Independence Hall tour tickets at 1 p.m., and We also wanted to 
see the Liberty Bell, Both sites were incredible to see in person. After 
our tour, we all decided we needed to try an authentic Philly Cheese 
Steak from Jim’s —a place we heard about from various locals. The 
There were excellent! After lunch, we visited Ben Franklin's grave, 
Betsy Ross’ house, City Hall and the Reading Terminal Market, City 
Hall was absolutely breathtaking! After miles of walking, we decided 
to visit Philadelphia's Museum of Art with the three yell leaders on 

the trip - Casey, Ben and Lans, It was really fun to run up the Rocky 
steps and stand in his footprints at the top. We were so tired from 
walking, so we decided to try and ca’ a taxi back to the hotel —not 
an easy task! It took us quite afew tries to flag one down, but 
finally did. After retuming to the hotel and resting for a while, we 
had a dance team dinner at a local Italian restaurant. It happened 
to be one of the girl's — Allison's ~ 2 1st birthday so we were able to 
celebrate with her. After dinner, we headed back to the hotel to 
up for the game 


Friday, March 20 
>A Day to Rest and Relax >> 


HEATHER BOERKE 


Friday was another day of sightseeing and relaxing, but before we 
got to do that, we had to practice again to prepare for tomorrow's 
game. After practice, we all went a the street to get breakfast 
and then met back at the hotel. Some cf the other dance team girls 
Went to visit Rocky's statue, but since we had already been there, 

we stayed in to relax and study. We had been on the go for the past 
several weeks with the Big 12 tournament in Oklahoma City and now 
the NCAAS in Philly, so relaxing was really what we needed. When 
everyone arrived back at the hotel, we visited for a while and then 
some of us ate at a nearby Ruby Tuesday's. After dinner, we all met 
and watched the NCAA tournament games on TV. | can’t wait for the 
game tomorrow against UConn — it will be a huge came and | really 
hope we win and pull off an upset! 


Saturday, March 21 
> Men Round 2: UConn >> 


HEATHER BOERKE 


This morning, we woke up early to get ready and packed our bags 
ta head back to College Station after the game. We sent the team 
off again and prepared to head over to the Wachovia Center. Today, 
we received a police escort and arrived at the game much faster. We 
were ready to BTHO UConn! We practiced in the warm up area and 
met a few of the UConn cheerleaders as well. We, along with the 
band and yell leaders, were so excited about the big game as we 
headed onto the court. There were quite a few UConn fans there, as 
it was much closer to home for them. Unfortunately, even though the 
Aggies played well and never gave up, we lost. it was a tough game 
because we were playing a top seed, but we were so glad we had 
made it this far. After the game, they took us back to the hotel to 
grab @ quick dinner before heading to the airport for our 10:30 pm 
flight. We ended up waiting on our bus for about an hour before 
they tock us through security. We arrived back at Reed Arena about 
1am. It was a long and tiring day, but it was such a rewarding trp: 
The eight of us had a great time and were so proud of our men’s 
basketball team! 


BASKETBALL: TEXAS A&M SPORTS INFORMATIONALL OTHERS: TEXAS A&M DANCE TEAM 


LAUREN RIC! 


Friday, March 20 
> Traveling to South Bend => 


Saturday, March 21 
> Sightseeing in Chicago >> 


Today we left for South Bend, Indiana. Once we got to the plane ev- 
eryone had to go through security and our bags had to be put on the 
plane, which usually isn’t a problem, But this time our bags took up 
too much room, or were too heavy because they had trouble fitting 
them all underneath the plane. Some of the bags were brought up 
into the cabin of the plane, but others still didn’t fit. Eventually they 
got it figured out and we got to take off. We had to stop about half- 
way to refuel the plane, so the whole ride took a little over 2 hours. 
When we landed we got onto a bus that took us to our hotel — the 
Waterford Estates Lodge.The six dance team girls were right across 
the hall from each other, which made it easy for us to hang out to 
gether. We all went to eat dinner at Carabba’s and the food was re- 
ally good. After dinner we came back to the hotel to unpack, A little 
later we wanted to get dessert, so the dance team and the two yell 
leaders that were with us went across the street to Steak and Shake 
We stayed there for an hour or two playing games, making hats out 
of our menus, talking and having fun. After a while we went back to 
the hotel and went to bed 


(______ 


Our first full day was probably the highlight of our trip. We traveled 
to Chicago end spent a wonderful day in the windy city. We went 

on an unsuccessful hunt for the city’s best pizza, hada blast using 
the subway systern to get around town and went on a tour of Sears 
tower. We spent the afternoon in Millennium Park where we couldn't 
resist playing a harmless prank. There is this giant jelly bean shaped 
metal, reflective structure that everyone was taking pictures around 
and exploring. With the large crowd and being a former member of 
fish camp, | thought it would be the perfect location for a “fake pro- 
posal.” Within 20 seconds of me sharing my idea, Weston Wilcox, a 
junior yell leader, was down on one knee in a huge cow of pao 
fake proposing to Brittany Hawthorne, a junior dance tearm member 
His fake tears and touching words had drawn a huge crowd and a 
captive audience that was convinced this was the real deal. The by- 
standers had made a HUGE circle around them and onlookers were 
even taking pictures. Luckily, Brittany said yes and there was a huge 
explosion of cheers and clapping. It was one of the funniest things | 
have ever sean, After all the excitement, we went to Dave and Bust- 
efs to celebrate the happy fake couple and watch the men take on 
UConn 


My friend Chris —a Notre Dame football player - had warned me that 
there wasn’t much to do in South Bend, but it just so happened that 
their once a month “hip hop night” at Legends — their on campus 
“night club” — was going to take place the weekend we were there 
The city of South Bend is a totally different environment than College 
Station, There is literally no night life, so this “hip hop" night is one 
of the most anticipated events each month. Each Notre Dame stu- 
dent is only allowed two guests, but through several of Chris’ friends 
we were all able to get on the list. The event started at midnight and 
when we got there at 11:30 there was already a line down the block 
and around the corner. Lucky for us, Chris’ friends were holding our 
spot at the front of the line. There Were three different checkpoints 
Ave had to go through — it was outrageous. At one they checked our 
ID and made sure we were on “the list.” At the next we presented 
our ID and got a wristband, Finally, at the end, our hands were 
stamped and we were free to enter. Needless to stay, it was a great 
night and a wonderful experience to see they do things 


LAUREN RICHARDS 


Sunday, March 22 
>Women Round 1: Evansville >> 


Today we had the first women game at 12 p.m. The spirit walk for 
the team was at 10:15 a.m., and our bus left around 10:45 a.m. 
Once we got to the arena, we had to get our bags checked and show 
them our ID. After we had practiced and finished getting ready, we 
headed down to the arena floor for the game. The game was pretty 
exciting, but we ended up winning by about 30 points. After the 
game we went to Chills for dinner. Once the bus took us back to 

our hatel we all took really long naps. After napping we had another 
practice to start getting ready for the next game. After practice some 
of us decided to study a little bit and others just relaxed. A little later, 
a few of us decided ta go to [hop to get a snack before we went to 
bed. We had a cab take us home, and on the way, the cab driver 
took us to see “The Grotto” on the Notre Dame campus at 
It was so beautiful; there were a ton of candles lit and people 
around praying. Once we got back to the hotel we all hung out and 
sang Disney songs for a few hours before going to sleep 


w.aggielandillustrated. 


Monday, March 23 LAUREN RICHARDS 
> Visiting Notre Dame => 


Today the bus took us to the mall for a few hours to walk around 

and eat. We went into several jewelry stores to look at rings for fun 
We also-ended up playing with a puppy in the pet store that was 
adorable. It was called a puggle and was even more rowdy than the 
“Marley and Me” dog, After we played with the puppy for about 30 
minutes, we went to a kiosk with people aiving massages. Cathren, 
Brittany and | all got 10-minute massages for $12 that were amaz- 
ing. Then we went to the food court to have lunch. The next stop 
was the Notre Dame campus for a tour. The campus was beautiful 

It was very interesting to learn about another university and see their 
campus. We even got to see the infamous “Touchdown Jesus.” Once 
we got back, some of us took naps and some of us just rested. That 
night, the bus took some people to go get dinner together, but we all 
decided to go see a movie instead. We saw “Knowing” which | did 
not like very much. Once we got back to the hotel, we hung out for 
a while before bed 


Tuesday, March 24 THREN LEPORI 


> Women Round 2: Minnesota >> 


Unfortunately the day of the last game we had to come to terms 
with the fact that although we were out of town, school was still 
taking place back in College Station. Many of us, including myself, 
had exams the days following our retum. We spread out all our study 
materials and made great use of the hotel pub. Later that afternoon, 
we packed up our bags, got ready for the game, and sent the team 
off as usual, We went to the arena (where we were able to hang out 
with Notre Dame's varsity leprechaun) and prepared for the game. 
After the game we loaded up, made a quick stop at McDonalds, 

and head tothe plane. It ended up being a HUGE plane and most 
everyone on the plane was able to have their own row. We landed in 
Houston and finally arrived home at 3 a.m. 
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HEATHER BOERKE 


Friday, March 27 
> Traveling to New Jersey >> 


Friday was our traveling day, we took a bus to Hobby Airport and 
from there flew into a small airport in Trenton. As soon as we 
checked into our hotel we went out to eat and had an amazing din- 
nef at PF. Chang's. Later that evening our hotel was hosting a high 
school prom. In the middle of prom madness we found asmall space 
to practice and got ready for our game. 


Saturday, March 28 HEATHER BOERKE 


> Sightseeing in New York City >> 


We started off the day supporting our Lady Aggies at Fan Fest — an 
event set up in the arena parking lot to get the fans pumped up for 
the games. There were different booths with food and games, and 
all the schools’ dance teams, cheerleaders and bands were set to 
show up throughout the day. We faced off against California. It was 
like duel of dance teams — 30 minutes of dancing like ten feet away 
from the other dance team. Slightly awkward but fun. After we left 
fan fest we got on the bus and headed to NYC! After arriving in 
New York we stopped and ate lunch and had some delicious New 
York Pizza. We had a Ist of things we wanted to do and see once we 
got there and the first one on our list Was Chinatowr/Canal Street. 
We kind of lost track of time while we were there. We were having 
too much fun spending all the money we had on purses, jewelry, 
perfume, sun glasses, etc. We finally took the subway back towards 
Times Square and went and stopped by Central Park. We then made 
our way over to the famous Plaza Hotel. It is absolutely gorgeous 
—words can’t even describe how beautiful it is. Then we headed over 
to FAO Schwartz where the big kid in everyone came out. We went 
and played on the piano, and the girls were having fun looking at 
the doll houses, Barbies and the Harry Potter section. The yell leaders 
found the huge Apple Store next door to be a little more interesting. 
Then we headed back to the heart of Times Square for dinner. After 
dinner we walked around Times Square and then the bus took the 
majority back to Trenton. My friend Talia and | chose to stay behind 
and find our own way back to Trenton because we really wanted to 
spend a night out on the town in NYC. Turns out, we spent most of 
th ning trying to fiqure out the transportation system —we kept 
running into dead ends and getting advice from people that had no 
idea what they were talking about. We finally arrived at Penn Station 
and bought our train tickets to Trenton. Even though the end of the 
night was a little frustrating, | am so happy we got to spend the day 
in NYC. It is one of my favorite places ever! 


Sunday, March 29 HEATHER BOERKE 


> Women Sweet 16: Arizona State >> 


Game Day! We woke up, got ready for the game and headed to the 
arena. We had time once we got there to go over our dances and 
take many much-needed pictures. Supporting the Aggies is always a 
blast. | had been savoring every minute of it, because as a senior, my 
dance career was coming to an end. The girls put forth a great effort, 
but it just wasn’t in the cards for us to win that game. It was sad to 
see the season come to an end. | have thoroughly enjoyed being a 
part of the Aggie Dance Team and will always look back on my col- 
lege career with fond memories of all the great times and friendships 
lve made. Ithas truly been an honor representing our school and 
supporting our basketball program the past four years. IN 
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alex 


WILSON 


Fifteen questions for the Aggies’ star pitcher 


BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 


Why did you choose Texas A&M? 

When | was looking at schools to transfer to, 

it was the best fit for me. | wanted to win. | 
looked at Miami, but there was no way a guy 
from a one-road town in West Virginia could go 
to Miami and feel comfortable. | felt comfort- 
able at A&M. 


What do you love about Aggie baseball? 
[love the strikeouts hanging above the oppos- 
ing dugout. | love when the crowd is chanting, 
“ball four, ball five, ball six." 


Do you have any superstitions? 

| have worn the same shirt underneath my 
jersey for every game since | was eleven years 
old. | wont play without it. It is down to its last 
threads and is skin tight. | had to cut the sleeves 
off and it is basically transparent now - it isa 
fag. | am hoping it holds ona little longer. 


Are you able to wash it? 

Yeah, but | have to wash in my sink at home 
because | can’t put it in a washing machine 
anymore, It is that bad 


What is your favorite TV show? 

Entourage on HBO, | am addicted to it. | own 
every season and | could sit there and watch the 
reruns over and over. It is one of those things | 
can’t get enough of 


What is your biggest fear? 

My biggest fear is blowing out my arm again. | 
don't play like it bothers me, but every once in 
awhile it pops up in the back of my mind and 

| think to myself, “Man, | can’t go through that 
again.” | have enough problems sitting between 
starts, let alone a whole year. And doing the 
rehab — that was miserable. 


What is the first thing you would buy if 
you had a million dollars? 

Probably a new truck. My old Ford Explorer - or 
the exploder, as | call it —is wearing down a 
little bit. It has made the cross-country trip four 
times now — from here to Cap Cod, Massachu- 
setts and back, here to West Virginia and back. 


“| have worn the same 
shirt underneath my 
jersey since | was eleven 
years old. It is basically 
transparent now.” 
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Whatis your favorite class? 

\like my psych of women class. You get to hear 
their perspective and realize just how crazy they 
are. It keeps me always thinking and wondering 
what could happen next. 


Whatis your least favorite class? 
Hands down, Math. | am terrible at it. It is like 
Chinese —| don’t understand it at all 


Whatis your favorite place to eat in BCS? 
My favorite restaurant is Atami. Fast food wise 
is Layne’s. | have been hooked on it since the 
day | got here. 


Who is your favorite baseball player? 
Nolan Ryan. | love the way he pitched. He was 
crazy aggressive. He spoke his mind on the 
field, too, which | think is entertaining 


What major league hitter would you like to 
pitch to? 

Alex Rodriguez. If| am going to get one shot, 
Jam going to go with who is recognized 

as the best in his time, | would love to do 

that. 


What female celebrity would you 
most like to meet? r 
Jessica Beal. That would be awesome. © 


Do you have any hidden talents? 
| can draw pretty well. | never do it 
unless someone asks. My girlfriend 
now asks me to draw something for 
her and I'll surprise myself 


What would you like to see happen this 
season? 

| would like to see us run through the rest of 
the Big 12, continue on a hot streak and end 
up on the bottom of a dog pile in Omaha after 
winning it all. | cant think of a more perfect 
ending to a college career than that, 


JASON MCCONNELL ‘01, KATIE MCCONNELL 09 & BRIAN DAVIS “01 


“It was fun to go on 
‘take your daughter 
to work’ day. | got to 
shoot some guns and 
see CSl-type stuff.” 


holl 


RIDLEY 


Fifteen questions for the Aggies’ 
senior softball star BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


Whats your favorite tradition? 

Fish Camp. | was a Fish Camp counselor and | 
really liked getting to know people and intro- 
ducing new freshmen to what A&M is about. 


What's an item you can't live without on 
the road? 

My pillow that I've had since before | came 

here. Is red and one of those travel-size pillows 
that isn’t so squishy anymore. | take it every- 
where v 


What sport would you play if you weren't 
playing softball? 

Ultimate Frisbee. My boyfriend at the time — 
now fiancé — introduced me as a freshman and 
we'd go play with a group of his friends from 
“flick.” We'd go play at the Consol high school 
football field at night and it was a lot of fun. 


We heard that you are a “thinker.” What 
types of things to you think about? 

| think all the time and it gets the best and the 
worst of me. | think of anything and everything 
— you name it, I’ve thought about it. Good 
things and bad things. Everything 


Whatis your biggest fear? 
Failure 


What is your dream vacation? 
| would love to go to Greece and just see ev 
thing in Europe, or maybe a backpacking to! 
My mom went to high school in Greece and 
tells me about how beautiful it is and all the 
history there is phenomenal 


What is the most interesting place you've 
visited? 

We went to Italy and stayed in Rome and 
saw Florence. My dad stole holy water from 
the Vatican and put it in a tictac bottle 
told me to watch his back. | said, 
n't do that!” He just said, 


watch 


Your mom has an interesting job. 
Can you even tell us about that? 
Actually my mom doesn’t even tel 
me a lot of things about what she 
does. Last year she couldn't make 
the Baylor series and wouldn’t say 
why, and later | found out that she 
had to be in Washington DC at the 
time. | never found out why. She's 
a financial analyst for the FE. It 
was fun to go on “take your kid 
to work” day. | got to shoot some 
guns and see CSI-type stuff 


What's the first thing you'd buy if you had 
a million dollars? 

Wow, | don’t know. | think I'd probably donate 
it to charity. | always see people in need cn the 
news and tell myself that | wish | had money to 
help them, 


What are your favorite TV shows? 
30 Rock and The Office 


What is your favorite class? 

Sociolagy classes are my favorite. I've taken so 
many classes that | enjoy. | come to practice and 
talk about what's going on in them. 


Do you have any guilty pleasures? 
Chocolate, which | gave up for lent. It's been 
tough. I’ve been planning what | want to eat 
whenit’s over. 


Who is the funniest person on the team? 
Everyone has their moments. I'd say it's be- 
tween Taryn (Broussard), Alex (Reynolds) and 
Erin (Glasco). 


What's in store for you after college? 

| want to do something that involves helping 
kids. Or, maybe a psychologist. | kind of went 
down the wrong academic path here so I'd have 
to get back on track for that. I'd like to be a 
marriage or family counselor, too 


What's your favorite thing about being an 
Aggie? 

That |am an Aggie and everything that it repre- 
sents. When you leave here you're still an Ag- 
gie. At other schools, when you leave you get 
disconnected with the university, but at A&M 
you're connected forever. IM 
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Four freshmen members of the Texas 
A&M equestrian team open their doors 
to Al BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 & BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 
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Welcome to the apartment of Megan, Maggie, Lia 
and Jackie —all freshman on the ‘Texas A&M equestrian team. 

Megan Webb came to Aggieland from Burlington, West Vir- 
ginia because of the great team atmosphere. She is an animal 
science major. From the other side of the country in Fallbrook, 
California, Maggie Earle, a history major, chose ‘Texas A&M be- 
cause the team felt like a big family. “I felt a part of it before I was 
even here.” 

Lia Chafee and Jackie O'Connell had very similar paths to Ag- 
gieland. ‘They have been best friends since the fifth grade and 
knew all along that they wanted to go to college together. “Go- 
ing to different schools wasn’t an option,” Lia adds. The Wake- 
field, Rhode Island natives searched for universities across the 
country before choosing ‘Texas A&M for the equestrian team, 
friendly campus and great academics. They are both general 


studies majors. 


eat 


JASON MCCONNELL 01 


(top) Up first is Jackie's room and she set the bar 
pretty high for the other girls by leaping on to her 
bed for a grand entrance. She was quick to show 
off her “Paint by Numbers” artwork that is proudly 
displayed on her walls, as well as a collection of 
seashells from her home in Rhode Island. Jackie is a 
renowned singer/composer in the shower. She has 
been riding since she was eleven and her favorite 
horse is Willis. (bottom) Next door is Lia's room - the 
mom of the group. If you hear someone vacuum- 
ing, adds are it’s her. Lia admits that she can't do 
her homework if her room is too messy. She has 
been riding since she was five and her favorite horse 
is Charm. Jackie and Lia share a bathroom that is 
beach-themed to remind them of home. (facing 
page) For fun, the girls like to play intense games of 
speed Uno — a game their neighbors taught them. 
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(top) The tour of Megan's room began 
with the “Farm Fresh” sign on her door, 
which often ends up in the freezer cour- 
tesy of her roommates. She hid her animal 
science knives in her laundry before we 
arrived so that she wouldn't look like 

an axe murderer. Her favorite book is 
Dump Him, Marry the Horse! Mean is 
the “studier” of the group. She has been 
riding since she was five and her favorite 
horses are Belle and Hamlet. (bottom) 
Next door is Maggie. Her room is usually 
the messiest, but she cleaned before we 
arrived (we just couldn't look under her 
bed). Speaking of her bed, the girls have 
great fun with dance parties on it. Maggie 
also showed off her bug collection (that is 
for a class), She has been riding since she 
was seven and her favorite horse is Ivan. 
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If you are down the hall and hear alot 
of noise coming from the girls’ apart 
ment, there’s likely an intense game of 
Wii MarioKart in progress. Whoever is 
watching roots against Maggie because 
she usually wins. in fact, even if they 
tie, Maggie wins. Each girl has a spe- 
cific character they play with - Maggie 
is Peach, Lia is Yoshi, Jackie is Bosh and 
Megan is Rosalina. ill 
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AGGIES HOST NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Marchwas a busy month in Aggieland as schools from all aver the country visited the Texas A&M 
‘campus on consecutive weekends for three NCAA Championships. First up was the NCAA indoor 
‘Track & Field Championships at the new Gilliam Indoor Track Stadium. The Aggie women placed a 
close second = their best finish in school history —while the men placed ninth for their best finish in 
18 years. The NCAA Women’s Swimming & Diving Championships took place the following weekend 
@tithe Student Ree Center. The Aggies finished in the top 10 for the third straight year, while senior 
Trin Blanggnced her collegiate career by earning her 22nd and 23rd All-Americans titles. The three- 
‘Week run of championships concluded with the NCAA Men's Swimming & Diving Championships. 
The Aggie men couldn't maintain a spot in the top 10, but did tally their school-record 14th straight 
40p 25 finish. Senior Eric Sehn finished his illustrious career at Texas A&M by winning the consolation 
final Iq the platform dive. Aggieland will place host to the NCAA Tennis Championships in May. It 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


BRANDON HICKS 


BY STEVE HUNT 


Just two springs ago, Brandon 
Hicks was corralling every ground ball 
that came his way on the left side of the 
Aggie infield. In 2007, Hicks, who trans- 
ferred to Texas A&M after a two-year 
stint at San Jacinto Junior College, hit 
.338 with 10 HR and 59 RBI and was a 
key addition toa team that won the 2007 
Big 12 Tournament title. 

After the season, Hicks was selected 
by Adianta in the third round of the June 
07 amateur draft. The Houston na- 
tive quickly signed and reported to the 
Braves’ rookie-level affiliate in Danville, 
Virginia. 

Despite a very short stay in Aggieland, 
Hicks still has great memories of his time 
at A&M. 

“Going to A&M prepared me for the 
next level,” he said. “I really enjoyed 
the coaching staff and the guys I played 
with.” 


Hicks credits his decision to come to 
A&M to the coaching staff and the tradi- 
tion of Aggie baseball. 

“Playing at Olsen Field was awesome. 
Those fans come out every night and get 
into the game. It just makes the whole ex- 
perience of playing there that much more 
fun.” 

‘The highlight of Hicks’ career in ma- 
roon and white was winning the Big 12 


‘Tournament Championship. 

“That was a great experience for us 
to go through after all the work we put 
in during the fall and springtime. To be 
rewarded in that circumstance, to come 
together, to get into that dog pile and to 
ional was incredible.” 


Following a stellar year with the Ag- 
gies, things fell into place when the 
Braves drafted him in the third round. 

“I had talked to them the day before 
the draft and knew they were in the pic- 
ture,” Hicks said. “I was happy with the 
way that it went and that an organization 
like the Braves picked me up and gave me 
a chance to play.” 

His first stop was the rookie-level Ap- 
palachian League. 

“The biggest adjustment was the every- 
day grind of getting your body ready to 
go out there and play,” he admits. “Un- 
like college, we played four days a week. 

After 13 games in Danville, Hicks fin- 
ished 2007 at Rome — the Braves’ Low 
Single-A affiliate in the South Atlantic 
League. In 2008, Hicks split time be- 
tween High Single-A Myrtle Beach and 
Double-A Mississippi. 

Thi 
league camp for the first time as a non- 
roster player. 

“Its been fun so far and I’ve enjoyed 


pring, he found himself in big- 


being around guys like Chipper Jones, 
Brian McCann and Jeff Francoeur,” 
Hicks said. “Its great to watch them to 
see how they do their things and go about 
their business.” 

Hicks will likely start 2009 back in the 
Double-A Southern League with the 
Mississippi Braves, but no matter where 
he plays, his goals remain simple. 


“T just want to be consistent,” he said. 
“All those guys who are above me at the 
major league level, they 


Il have experi- 
ence and are consistent. Getting that ex- 
perience and trying to be more consistent 
throughout the whole season is what I 
want to do because it’s a long year.” mm 


“Those fans come 
out every night and 
get into the game. It 
just makes the whole 
experience of playing 
there that much 
more fun.” 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


WINSTON CRITE 


BY STEVE HUNT 


Over two decades since he 
played his last game at A&M, Winston 
Crite’s name remains large in Aggie 
basketball. Between 1983 and 1987, he 
earned All-Southwest Conference hon- 
ors four times and helped lead the Ags to 
the 87 NCAA Tournament as the SWC 
‘Tournament MVP, his most memorable 
collegiate moment. 

Crite then spent two seasons with the 
NBAs Phoenix Suns, and played in Aus- 
tralia and Europe before hanging his 
sneakers up for good. He now runs ‘The 
Footwork Shop, Inc. in Bakersfield, CA, 
which helps develop young players. 

“Texas A&M was a wonderful experi- 
ence,” he said. “For my family, it was a 
big deal because no one had gone to a 
Division I school or a major university 
until me. It was great because I was able 
to play right away and I had a pretty good 
career.” 

Other than helping lead his team to 
the Big Dance, another big highlight was 
playing for legendary coach Shelby Met- 
calf, 

“On the court, he justified my belief 
that if I worked hard enough, I would be 
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“B lot of kids look at me and ask me 
where | went. | tell them | went to 
Texas A&M, one of the best schools 
in the country.” 


given an opportunity to play,” he said. “Off the court, he was 
quiet and reserved until he went to a luncheon. He believed in 
me as a person and a player.” 

Tn 1987, the Suns drafted him in the third round. 

“T didn’t feel like I got what I really wanted out of the NBA,” 
he admits. “The Suns were a loaded team at the time and were 
getting ready to make a few runs at the Western Conference 
championship, so it was tough to make a dent in that system at 
the time. I made up for it when I went overseas because I had a 
lot of fun playing over there.” 

Crite may have had a short tenure in the NBA, but getting 
there validated what he had always known — that he could play 
with the best. 

“T was able to tell my mom and dad that I did it and they were 
able to see me play,” he said. “Just to be able to reach that level 
and to perform was tremendous.” 

Crite draws from all that experience when working with young 
players at his facility. 

“The most challenging thing is finding out how I can help a 
young student-athlete,” he admits. “I look at what they bring 
mentally to the table and work with them there. 

Crite uses the work habits he learned in basketball and in busi- 
ness to teach the kids and help them get their life in order. 

“We need to take time to sit down with them, show them 
things and be patient,” he adds. “I’ve had a lot of success with 
the kids that I have worked with and several have gone on to get 
scholarships.” 

Despite being in California, Crite still keeps up with Aggie 
basketball and has been impressed with the transformation of the 
program. 

“Basketball was second fiddle when I was there and some- 
times I’m not sure if it was even that,” he admits. “But what’s 
being done there now as far as building a national powerhouse 
is tremendous and makes 
me proud. Coach Tur- 
geon has great defensive 
schemes and seems to 
be concerned with more 
than just winning games. 
He also wants to develop 
the players and I think 
that’s critical.” 

Even though he didn't 
graduate from A&M, 
Crite is as proud an Aggie 
as you will find. 

“A lot of kids look atme 
and ask me where I went,” 
he said. “I tell them I 
went to Texas A&M, one 
of the best schools in the 
country.” IN 
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Stop by the hottest new FISHERMAN 


restaurant in town for a 
meal you won't forget! 
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The ultimate gift for all occasions. 
Coordinate colors to match the 
deserving fisherman’s favorite 
school and personalize with his 
orhername: Commemorate that 
special occasion with a unique, 
“one of a kind” present that will 
be treasured forever. 


STARTING AT $200 
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THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT 
SPRING FOOTBALL PRACTICE 


TM) CORNERBACKS WANTED 

There's good news and bad news at corner. The bad 
news Is that the Aggies are paper thin at the posi- 
tion with less than a handful of able bodies going 
through spring drils. The good news is that fresh- 
man Terrence Frederick continues to build upon his 
impressive fall campaign and emerging as a lock 
down corner. Whe will start opposite TFred prob- 
ably won't be determined until the fall 


[2 | CAN'T MISS 


From the moment you see him, even the casual 
observer can assume that Jeff Fuller is one of the 
most gifted athletes on the football field. After a 
few reps, assumptions become reality. Day in and 
day out, Fuller never disappoints, hauling in spec- 
tacular catches and touchdowns on a routine basis 


QUARTERBACK COMPETITION 

The Aggies started the spring with an open audi- 
tion to find a starting quarterback. Unfortunately, a 
shoulder injury to redshirt freshman Ryan Tannehill 
reduced the size of the pool for the casting call 
Sophomore Jerrod Johnson and freshman Tommy 
Dorman haven't capitalized on Tannehill’s absence 
thus far, as neither signal caller has been particularly 
consistent thus far. 


RYAN “YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD PLAYER 
DOWN” TANNEHILL 

Though he hasn't been able to participate much as 
a quarterback, Tannehill has seen limited time as a 
receiver, where he continues to look outstanding, 
While he'll get another crack at quarterback in the 
fall, the workout warrior and gifted athlete has 
been too talented to keep off the field. Simply put, 
when Tannehill is competing, the entire team is bet- 
ter for it. 


ALL-BIG 12 MCCOY 
One thing is for certain, junior Jamie McCoy is go- 
ing to make a strong case for Big 12 honors if his 
senior campaign is anything similar to this spring's 
workouts. McCay has cemented his status as the 
go-to target in the middle of the field. Freshman K.J 
Williams passes the eyeball test, but is still ona very 
steep learning curve. 


GETTING A LEG UP ON C-MIKE 
Unfortunately, the Ags suffered a bit of attrition 
when junior back Keondra Smith decided to hang 
up his cleats. In his absence, freshmen Cyrus Gray, 
Bradley Stephens and Jay Tolliver have battled to 
get the majority of reps with the first team unit. 
While Gray is the odds-on favorite to win the start- 
ing nod, each of the young backs have attempted 
to make the most of their opportunities to impress 
the coaches before heralded Christine Michael ar- 
rives this fall 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


THE “JACK” 
In an attempt to find a more natural fit for several 
of the Aggie defenders stuck between the molds of 
an outside linebacker and defensive end, Mike Sher- 
man and Joe Kines created the new “Jack” position, 
which will allow players to have the best of both 
worlds. Sophomore Von Miller runs with the first 
team unit at the new position and has proceeded to 
wreak havoc in the backfield thus far. So far, it looks 
like the creation of the position and the move for 
Miller is going to pay huge dividends 


THE NEXT BIG THING 
Next to Miller is his former DeSoto teammate and 
fellow defensive lineman Tony Jerod-Eddie. While 
his consistency is still a work in progress, Jetod-Ed- 
die’s upside is as high as anyone’s on the A&M ros- 
ter. Once he put the puzzle pieces together on how 
to engage the on-off switch at will — watch out. 


THE O-LINE SHUFFLE 

“Work in Progress” doesn't even begin to describe 
the Aggie offensive line. With half of the unit side- 
lined with injuries and the other half shuffling posi- 
tions daily, it’s clear that the Aggie coaches are try- 
ing to shift through as many scenarios as possible 
to help prepare them for decisions to make in the 
fall, If you're looking for encouragement this spring, 
this wouldn’t be the first place to look. But keep an 
eye on true freshman Brian Thomas. The talented 
tackle nearly lost his redshirt last season, 


MANGAN'S MOVE 
Like the comerbacks, the Aggie linebacking corps is 
in desperate need of more bodies to arrive this fall 
Fortunately, help is on the way, Until then, redshirt 
freshman Garrick Williams, true freshman Ricky Ca- 
vanaugh, junior Anthony Lewis and true freshman 
Kyle Mangan continue to battle for first team ac- 
tion. Mangan made the move to linebacker from 
fullback this spring, and has been particularly im- 
pressive with his natural instincts and quick reads. 


fi] WHERE'S WALDO 
Several players have been difficult to locate this 
spring due to position changes. For example, fresh- 
man safety Keon Furtch moved to tight end, sopho- 
more cornerback Lionel Smith moved to receiver 
and sophomore linebacker Cole Graybill slid over to 
fullback. While the moves aren't necessarily germa- 
nent, they have made players difficult to locate from 
practice to practice. 


B THE CLASS OF 2010 
The Aggie coaching staff has done an outstanding 
job of using spring practice as a valuable tool on 
the recruiting trail. Nearly every practice features 
top recruits from across Texas and/or Louisiana. The 
result? Fourteen commitments and counting 
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(top left) Texas A&M students rush the court in celebration of the Aggies victory over Missouri, (top right) Former A&M basketball stars Antoine Wright, Domi- 
nique Kirk and Joseph Jones join Dash Harris and Derrick Roland for the Aggie War Hymn after the Texas game. (above left) Two members of the Hullabaloo Band 
do their best to entertain the crowd during a timeout. (above middle) Former President George Bush takes in the Aggies’ basketball game against Missouri, while 
Congressman Chet Edwards enjoys a Sunday afternoon at Olsen Field. (above right) These young Aggies celebrate the men’s basketball victory over Texas. (below 
left) The 12th Man was out in full force for the men’s basketball game against Texas. (bottom left) The Cougars softball team salutes the flag during the Star- 
Spangled Banner before the Aggies take the field, (bottom right) Aggie dancers fly through the air during their halftime routine. 
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PAY ZERO DEPOSIT WHEN YOU SIGN A LEASE 
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Aggie Owned & Operated 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


Let our family move yours. 


* Bach Move Receives Personal Attention 
* Guaranteed Pickup Dates 

* Expert Packers 

* Free Estimates (by email or onsite) 

* Nationwide and Local Moving 

* Storage Available 
* Free Boxes 


RESERVATIONS 
FOR MAY! 


BURNS 


Movi NG & BI CRAGE 
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We deliver. Jower cost, quality products & personal service. 


ELLIOTT ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
2501 Cavitt in Bryan ~ (979) 779-6630 


Mon. - Fri, 7 am - 5:30 pm ~ Sat. 8 am - 12 noon 


www.elliottelectric.com 


1 mile from Texas A&M University off University Drive (less than 3 miles to Kyle Field), 
2 bedroom, 2.5 baths, gated community - clubhouse, pool, media facility, fimess room & ethernet. 
Each condo has over 1,100 square feet with full size washer 8 dryer. Fenced yard. 


Gameday condos or luxury student living ready for move-in! | Starting at $130's 


College Station, TX 77845 
Phone: (979) 693-9100 
Fax: (979) 693-9144 


Keller Williams Realty Brazos Valley 
2700 Earl Rudder Frwy South Ste 3000 


Cindy Haas Davis, Realtor 
Cell: (979) 255-2817 
www. GindyHaasDavis.com 


KELLER WILLIAMS 


Need money for tuition, books, food, gas or entertainment? 
Short of Cash? Donate Plasma! Thousands do. 


Earn up to 


$170/mo. 


New & Return* Donors: “not donated in 6 months 
Bring this ad and receive $5 extra on your 2nd and 4th donation. 


DCI BIOLOGICALS 
DCI Biologicals Westgate Biologicals 
4223 Welbom Ra, | BAE~PletureID, | 709 Unversity Dr E, Ste 111 
$8 Card and Proof 
Bryan, 1X aes Coleg Station, TX 
979-846-8855 siainidat 979-268-6050, 
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indigoQ.com 


LOCAL ADVERTISING EXPERTS 
Are they Finding YOU? or THEM? 


DID YOU KNOW 
THERE WERE OVER 
9,600,000,000 

U.S. INTERNET SEARCHES 
IN DECEMBER 2007?* 


DID THEY FIND YOU? 


Our Clients are on Page One 


CALL US AND BE FOUND 
688.867.3954 


“comScore 
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Texas A&M 
Swing for Life 


Aggie Softball 
vs. Sam Houston 


eK 


Wednesday, April 22 
6:30 pm 


RK 


HONOR LOCAL BREAST 
CANCER SURVIVORS 
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PINK GAME-WORN 
ADIDAS JERSEY AUCTION 


kOe 


AGGIE SOFTBALL 
GIVEAWAYS 


3 


FREE PINK WRISTBAND 
TO THE FIRST 100 FANS 


tae 
For more information... 


www.swingforlife.org 
www.aggieathletics.com 
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NOT ACCORDING 


TO PLAN 


BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


When Carolyn ’84 and Buckey ’83 ‘Turk started 
selling and renting computers on the side out of their home in the 
early 90s, the goal was to earn an extra $500 per month to make 
ends meet. What they have nearly 16 years later is MacResource 
—a multi-faceted, multi-million dollar business. 

A graduate of Del Rio high school, Buckey wanted to study 
geophysics at either the New Mexico Institute of Mining and 
Technology or Texas A&M. He was advised to stay in state for at 
least the first two years to avoid paying out of state tuition and 
A&M had offered him a geophysics scholarship. 

“A&M called in June or July and asked if I was going to accept 
the scholarship or if they could offer it to someone else,” Buckey 
said. “I literally put my hand over the phone, discussed it with 
my dad and decided to say yes — why not.” 

Carolyn (Harwell) came to Texas A&M from San Antonio de- 
spite growing up in a Longhorn-favored home. 

“At first I didn’t think I could live in a small town like College 
Station,” she admits. “Then I never left. I started in accounting, 
wound up with a horticulture degree and ended up in the com- 
puter business. 

‘The two met while working for Preregistration during Buckey’s 
last semester. They sat next to each other pulling punch cards. 
‘Two years later they got married. 

“After we got married, my grandfather asked when we were 
moving to Austin,” Carolyn said. “I told him, as soon as they 
move that school out of town. He quickly realized that was a lost 
cause.” 

Their venture into the computer business started in the early 
1990s when Buckey wanted a Macintosh computer. He was man- 
aging the undergraduate labs in the Civil Engineering depart- 
ment at A&M. The job didn’t take much of his time and bore- 
dom set in. So he started buying one computer at a time over the 
phone. After work, he would drive to Dallas, Houston or Austin 
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to pick it up. That meant getting back home at two or three in 
the morning. 

“Sometimes I would send one of the kids along to keep him 
awake,” Carolyn recalls. “Looking back, that probably wasn’t the 
best idea.” 

There wasn’t a business plan to speak of. The main goals were 
to stay out of debt and find new markets to sell to. They did have 
an idea to rent computers to students because not everyone had 
a computer back then. 

“I thought it would be great,” Buckey admits. “About six 
months in, that became a small part of our business and a large 
part of our headaches. We quit doing it altogether within the 
first year.” 

They went from buying one computer to going to auctions to 
buying off-lease equipment and eventually becoming Apple cer- 
tified to sell new equipment and provide service. It took five dili- 
gent years working with Apple to become the official reseller for 
Texas A&M. The business that began in their home quickly grew 
toa garage apartment behind their house to their first storefront 
location on South College in Bryan. After six years, they moved 
to their current location on Texas Ave. in Bryan. MacResource 
has been there for four years and plans to open an additional 
location near, or hopefully on the A&M campus eventually. 

‘There are four main pieces to their business: new educational 
sales, which includes institutional and individual sales; new 
non-educational sales, which is primarily local, non-students; 
refurbished sales, which is almost exclusively online buyers in 
the U.S. and Canada; and Apple Certified Service 

“The business has changed quite a bit over the years,” Buckey 
explains. “In the late 90s, people were wondering if Apple was 
going out of business. Now they have the hottest products. 
Like us, they’ve stayed out of debt. The auctions of old have 
disappeared. Now we are Apple’ biggest buyer of customer 
returns. And we’re trying to reach a new market—the 70 percent 
of students who buy a computer before they come to Texas A&M. 
We want them to know the educational discounts we can offer.” 

Carolyn and Buckey have remained close to Texas A&M out- 
side of the business world as well. They have two daughters en- 
rolled already — classes of 09 and 12 — and another daughter who 
is a junior in high school could be there soon. They also have a 
passion for Aggie athletics, thanks to Buckey’s upbringing and 
their oldest daughter. 

Buckey is the son of a high school football coach, so sports have 
always been a part of his life. As a student, he was really involved 
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with A&M football and basketball games. Shelby Metcalf’s wife 
even made him cookies one time. 

“My claim to fame happened in 1982,” Buckey proclaims. 
“Shelby came by one day and was telling us about some good 
natured harassing that Razorback students had done to our team 
at a game in Arkansas. They were coming to play us and he sug- 
gested that some retaliation might be in order. We (being me 
and three other people) used to sit at one of the entrances to G. 
Rollie to get center court seats. Before the game, we went over to 
the MSC and gathered up a bunch of the Battalions and distrib- 
uted them to all the students. And the tradition of holding up the 
newspapers during the visiting team’s introductions was born.” 

Not nearly the sports fanatic like her husband, Carolyn started 
going to women’s basketball games when their oldest daughter 
joined the Hullabaloo Band. 

“At first, | would only go to the games when she was playing,” 
Carolyn admits. “Then, I got to the point where I wasn’t sure if 
she played or not.” 

After the first year, she wrote a note to Coach Blair saying, “I 
came for the band and fell in love with the team.” 

‘They have been loyal followers of the program ever since, 
rarely missing a game while traveling with the team to every 
tournament game they can. 

“You just get sucked into it,” Carolyn admits. *Plus, it gets 
Buckey away from work.” 

Their love for A&M and Aggie athletics is apparent as soon as 
you walk through the doors at MacResource. Carolyn jokes that 
they need to build more walls. Not for additional rooms, but for 
more places to hang Aggie memorabilia. 

They have a wide range of items including pieces of the orig- 
inal benches of Kyle Field (below, left) and an original movie 
poster of “We’ve Never Been Licked” from 1943. But Buckey’s 
two most-prized collections would make just about any Aggie 
envious. Hanging in his office is the one-and-only original paint- 
ing of “The Shot,” autographed by Ade Law IV (below, right). 
The other is a complete set of Texas A&M yearbooks including 
the Olio — the yearbook from 1894. 

They are also proud owners of four Aggie 100 awards recog- 
nizing their business as one of the top 100 fastest-growing Ag- 
gie-owned businesses in the world. They have earned the award 
each year since 2005 and hope to make it five in a row this year. 

“The Aggie 100 is the coolest thing we could earn from A&M,” 
Carolyn said. “Iv’s very special to us.” 


Quite an accomplishment for what started as a simple side 
business out of Carolyn and Buckey’s home. 


JACK WINSLOW 
BODY SHOP 


ING AGGIELA FC VER 6. ARS 


~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
~ INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME ~ 
~ OPEN 8 — 


MEETING THE DENTAL NEEDS OF 


TEXAS AGGIES | 


~ A Conservative Dental Practice ~ 


(979) 846-2098 
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In-Store Special 
Buy a new Mac, get a free printer 


Buy a select HP, Canon, or Epson inkjet printer with any new iMac, MacBook, MacBook Pro, 
or Mac Pro and receive a rebate for the cost of the printer (up to $100). 


Visit MacResource to get your hands 
on the latest Apple products, at 
Apple's education discount pricing. 


Aggieland’s source for Apple products and service! 
New & refurbished Apple hardware « Apple Educational pricing - Apple Authorized Service Provider 


Mac 


Computers & Service 


&) 3828 South Texas Avenue ° Bryan, Texas 77802 
gg) fosenaror Tel 979-314-0535 * Fax 979-846-6226 


http://store.mac-resource.com 
Authorized Campus Store 
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+ prgent medical 
neédiand can’t 
get. in with 
your doctor? 


We can help! 


